N my laff ftated the firft Principle of all Argu- 

_ ment in the Affair of a Trade with France,(viz.) 
- Is it worth while for us to open aT rade toFrance, 
Fis it not? Will the French Trade be a Market for 
ar Manufa@tures, or will it not? I have not underta- 
en to give an Anfwer to this Argument my elf, 
ave it to you all to anfwer your own way, at leaft 
the prefent, 
he reajon of my ftating it thus, is, Becaufe there 
Arguing with People who are divided by their 
ies rather than by their Reafon, but by running 
‘back to firft Principles, and bringing the Ar- 
ment to fhock their Senfes; then fometimes they 
] fart back at their own Appearance, and wonder 
ittle at themfelves. 
If we can Trade to France with Advantage, we 
: Fools if we decline it; if not, we fhall be Fools 
‘embrace it — Either France is abundantly able 
ake Woollen Manufadtures for her felf, and, as 
fay, for other parts of the World too, or fhe is 
5 it fhe zs, the French would be mad to take any 
"us; and if the is not, we are able to fupply them, 
ad fhould be mad to reject the Offer, ; 

But, fay the Gentlemen who Argue thus, They 
nly can make all our Manufa@tures, but make 
better, and cheaper too than we can— Now 
this were true, why fthould the French be fo hard 
yield up the high Duties they have laid on our 
nglifh Goods? The laying high Duties on a Fo- 
ign Manufadure, is always done to encourage the 
ng it at Home, and prevent Foreigners under- 
ig the Natives; there can be very little other 
eafon given for it; for if Foreigners could not out- 
the Natives, either in Price or in Goodnefs, there 
d be no need of Prohibitions or high Duties, 
ature of the thing would be a Prohibition; no 
dy would bring them in, for no body would By 
ms and therefore in England, tho’ we make fo 
a nuinber of Woollen Goods, we admit Wooll- 
Goods to be imported from other Parts, the Rea- 

s plain, (viz.) That we fear no body underfell- 


Bus. } 

Ge if France ftrenuoufly inGfts upon keeping the 
len Manufa@ures to the Tariff of 1699. if he is 
‘o reduce them to the freedom they had before, 


[ 197 J 


Numb. 98 


IE W. 


Saturdan, May 23. 1713. 


it isa good way of Reafoning, and I think very jut 
to fay, and believe he is convine’d; if the Engli 
Manuta@ures come into France we fhall out-do, and 
confequently overthrow their own. 

We had an Inftance of this in Scotland upon the 
Union: The Scots have good Wooll of their own, 
and if it was not fo fine as ours, they never wanted 
ours, as I doubt it is alfo in France at this tume, to 
help out. The Scots willing to improve theme 
felves, and employ their own Poor, of whom they 
wanted no Numbers, had prohibited the Woollen 
Manufatures of England upon very fevere Penaltiess 
and to fupply themfelves, had erested Manufaures 
of Cloath, Serges, Stuffs, Druggets, Shalloons, ore 
in feveral Places, and they went on with very £00 
Succefs at Edinborough, Leith, Sterling, Mufcelbro, 
Haddington, and many other Places; and I have 
feen very fine broad Cloath, well wrought, and good 
Mixtures; and very fine Shalloons alfo, that were 
made in Scotland; and had the Prohibitions conti- 
nued, thofe Manufa@ures had continued ; for all 
People muft allow the Scots are as Poor, and as able 
tolive hard, and confequently work low, as any Na- 
tion in the World. 

But as foon as the Union opened the Trade, as 
foon as the Englifh could bring their Manufadtures in, 
down went all their Works, all their Workmen went 
off their Stocks were funk and broke,and their Englifh 
Workmen, for fuch they had too, were forced to come 
back, the Engiifh out wrought them ; and which I 
have always (aid of our Manufafures, what they want- 
ed in Price, they made up in Goodnefs; fo that .we 
could fend our broad Cloath from Worcefter to Eding- 
borough and to Glafcow, by Land Carriage, of which 
I am an Eye Witnefs; and tho’ that be near 300 
Miles a Horfeback, could fell broad Cloath cheaper 
there, than any could be made in Scotland. 

Now really I cannot fee what End thofe People 
ferve, who are fo willing to perfuade us that all our 
Manufuaures are made better and cheaper in France 
than here; would they fright us from fending our 
Goods thither ! For my part, if I was of that Opi- 
nion, efpecially if they believe themielves, if I be- 
lieved the French could make their Woollen Goods — 


fo much better than we do, and cheaper, I ba 


_ the cheapeft 
the French know, and not only fo, but they know 


Vote loudly againft opening any Commerce at all 
with them, for fear they fhould bring their Woollen 
Cloth, and Serges, and Perpetuana’s and Stuffs 
hither, and ruinus all, 
_ But when the French King himfelf thall rife up in 
Judgment againit this Generation, and fhall Con- 
den:n it; for he knows fo well that we can out-run 
his People, take Weight for Inches, in the Race of 
the Woollen Manufa@ure, that you fee how hard 
he fruggles not to give up the Tariff of 1699, in 
that particular, knowing full well, if we come in 
upon an open Trade with our Manufadtures, his Ma. 
nufacturing Trade is ruin’d; and his People, who 
now get their Bread at our a Ge muft want 
Employment: For this Reafon he would fain ex- 
clude, or except the Woollen Manufa@tures of En- 
gland, out ofthe Rule of 1664. and it cannot be fug- 
geited that any other thing can be the reafon of it. 
I think we need go no farther than this to prove, 
That were the Trade open, and the Duties on our 
Goods in France reduc’d to the Rule or Tariff of 
1664. we fhould foon deft roy the hopes of the French, 
and the fears of our own People, in the Affair of e- 
recting Woollen Manufadtures in France; for if we 
Will fuppofe the French know belt where their real 


_ Danger lies, as no doubt they do, it is very plain it 


lies in the coming in of the Englifh Woollen Manu- 
tactures into France 4 and they difcover their fen(e of 
this Danger by their fear of it, and their concern to 
prevent it. 

And wherein lies the Danger if the Englifh Goods 
come there? Where indeed! Where Dut in this! 
That the real Goodnefs and Value of the Englifh 
Manufa@ure, tho’ perhaps not cheaper than the 
French, will prevail; and pray note it, that I do 
hot grant it as a thing of no Meonc in the Argu- 
ment, I give it up to you for Argument’s fake, that 
they can make them cheaper than we; nor do I be 
lieve it, but that they can work lower than we, and 
live harder: But on the other hand, take Goodnefs 
and Price together, as I have often afirm’d, ours is 
Manufa&ure in the World; and this 


alfo, That the real intrinfick Worth of a Manuta- 
cture will, even in all kind of Goods, command a 


Price, and command a Trade in all Parts of the 
World, 


I allow the French can out-do us in whi 
Froath, and Surface, even in moft things; it 
for ever be true, ‘that they can Dance better, 
better, and Play better than we do; any thin 
is Superficial, and agreeable to the levity o 
Temper, they out-do wu in; but if they come 
fubftantial part of any thing, an Englifh Man a 
a French Man ever while you live. Thus 
War, at Stratagem, at a Surprize, or at ¢ 
Application, "tis allow’d that they go beyor 
but at down-right Blows,at mere defperate Fighting 
ftand clear there! They care not to meddle with 4 
any thing that depends upon the nimble, the ) 
celusin; any thing that depends upon the fo a 
over-match them in ; I appeal to Spéttle-Fields, t 
an Englifh Weaver and a French, the Frenchm 
be fooner in his Loom in the Morning, and lat 
Night ; take up lefS time in his eating and d 
ing, and perhaps lefs Vidualstoo; go lefs 
Wreftling-Ring, or Cudgel-Playing, that # 
Diverfion, than the Englifhman ; yet the Eng. 
that works fewer Hours, fhall make as ma 
in his Loom as the Frenchman — Take it the o 
way; Suppo'e the Frenchman throws. the Shu 
{wiiter, makes more fpeed, and fhall work more I 
in his Loom than the Englifhman, but the Engl 
enan’s Work is more jubftantial, thicker and et 
and fhall fell tor more Money than the French 
and fo in other Cates. And thisis one Reaf 
England has never been effeSually rival’d 
Manufadures, and I may fay, never wills not 
France only, but not by any Nation in the W 1 

Ifthe French were not conyinc’d of the T 
this, and that if our Trade is opened. thei 
fink ; why, J fay, are they fo loth to let 
on good Terms? Why foearneft to lay an 
lity upon our Manufaétures? On the othe 
if this is true, then the opening a Trade to Fra 
by the taking off the heavy Duties upon them i 
France, will encreafe the Confumption of our 
nufactures there, and open a. Market for‘us t 
tend our Trade toa length, -which it never, i 
Time, was at before. a 

From this, as a Principle, will be neceffari 
feveral Arguments, as Confequences of thi: 
to confirm the Notion, That-opening a Trade v 
France is an Advantage to this Nation. 


